
 Helpful hints while travelling!  

1. Flight & Baggage information:  
 

Recommended check-in for international 

flights is minimum of 3 hours, Baggage 

allowance is one suitcase per person. Please 

check your airline website for complete 

baggage allowances and travel restrictions 

E.g luggage weight.  
 

2. Plug Adapters & Voltage Converters: 

o While travelling to Ireland and Scotland 

you will require a 3-pin power adapter 

and a voltage converter.  

o The standard voltage is 230V and the 

frequency is 50Hz. 

o Plug adapters do not change the 

electricity supplied to equipment, they 

simply allow it to be plugged in to a 

different type of wall socket or outlet. 

o All hotels and most other 

accommodation in Ireland will have a 

two-pin 110V to 120V plug for shavers 

in the bathroom, which will accept an 

American style plug and allows 120v 

shavers to run safely, so if a shaver is all 

you are bringing you need no additional 

equipment. 

o DO NOT use this power outlet for 

anything except shavers. It is 

specifically designed for that one item 

only and will cause damage to anything 

else. 
 

3. Money & Currency: 

o Currency in the Republic of Ireland is 

the Euro, which uses the following 

symbol: €. Each Euro consists of 100 

cents. Notes are issued in 5, 10, 20, 50, 

100, 200 and 500 Euros. 

o In Northern Ireland the currency is the 

British Pound Sterling, divided into 100 

pence. The two currencies are separate 

and not interchangeable. You cannot use 

US dollars or other foreign currencies in 

Ireland. Sometimes areas near the 

border of NI & ROI will accept cross 

currency. 

o New Banking Regulations:                             

As Irish/UK banks will no longer 

exchange cash from USD/CAD to 

Euro/Sterling. We advise that you carry 

a small amount of local currency and 

use your credit card for purchases or 

hotel incidental charges. 

o Cards accepted in Ireland & Scotland: 

The most widely accepted credit 

cards are Visa and MasterCard followed 

by American Express. Very few places 

take Diners Club. Discover is not 

accepted. 

o Best Exchange Rates:                                     

Use credit cards, debit cards and ATMs 

for the best exchange rates in Ireland, 

Northern Ireland, and Scotland. 

o Notify Your Credit Card Company and 

bank in advance: When you decide 

which cards, you are taking on your trip, 

call the company to inform them of your 

travel dates and where you will be 

traveling. Otherwise, they may flag your 

account for suspicious activity and 

freeze your account. 
 

4.  Tipping Policy for hotels, restaurants, 

bars and various venues: 

o Restaurants with table service: Tip 10% 

- 12.5% of the bill, based on the quality 

of service. If you receive exceptional 

service, you can of course tip higher.  

o Counter service/fast food:  No tip 

expected. 

o Bartenders: No tip expected. (If you are 

part of a large group who have had a 

number of drinks and exceptional 

service from the staff you might 

consider a tip of €/£2 to €/£3 euros). 

And while barmen do not expect tips, 

wait staff do and €/£2 or €/£3 for a large 

round is considered acceptable. 

 

5. Tour Director Tipping: 

o We recommend a starting tip of $10 - 

$15 per person, per day for a job well 

done. Tipping is totally discretional 

between each passenger and the Tour 

Director. 

 

6. Mobile Phones & Calling:  

o Consider contacting your mobile phone 

provider to add an international 

calling/texting/data plan for the duration 

of your stay, as you may not be able to 

use your mobile phone in Ireland 

without a pre-paid international service 

plan.  

o The international dialing code for 

Ireland is + 353 and for Northern Ireland 

it is + 44. 

o When dialing an Irish number from 

abroad, drop the preceding 0 from the 

local area code e.g. Within Ireland, our 

telephone number is 01-91 423 368. 

From outside Ireland our number is 

+353 91 423 368. 

 

7.  Weather: 

o Weather can alter dramatically in 

Ireland. We are known to have all four 

seasons in one day so be prepared. We 

recommend that you bring a mix of 

clothing, fleece tops, rain jacket, 

comfortable shoes for walking and 

enough clothing for each day as laundry 

services in hotels may be limited when 

moving locations.  

 

8. Time-Zone: 

o Ireland is on Greenwich Mean Time 

(GMT) and, in accordance with daylight 

saving, clocks are put forward one hour 

in mid-March and back one hour at the 

end of October annually. 

o In summer months light can be expected 

as late as 23.00hrs; however, winter 

months bring shorter days and by mid-

December it can be dark by 16.00hrs. 



 

9. Language:  

o Ireland has two official languages: Irish 

and English, with dual signage in place 

nationwide. English is spoken 

throughout and is the everyday working 

language, while Irish is generally 

confined to certain regions in the South-

West, West, and North-West coastal 

areas, areas more commonly known as 

the Gaeltacht. 

 

10. Hotels: 

o Porterage is included at each hotel 

unless stated otherwise. 

o Check in times at most hotels will be 

from 3pm.  

o Accommodation has been reserved for 

you as outlined on your daily itinerary. 

Please note that any extras (such as 

room service, telephone calls, bar 

charges, etc.) must be settled at check 

out, it is advisable to do so the evening 

before hotel departure.  

o Some hotels in Ireland/Scotland do not 

provide wash cloths /flannels. To avoid 

disappointment, we would recommend 

that you bring your own 

washcloth/flannel or buy one during 

your vacation. 

 

11. Ireland is Greener than you think:  

o As part of our sustainability action plan, 

we encourage the use of multiuse water 

bottles or cups while touring and avoid 

the purchase of single use plastic where 

possible. Please take time to review our 

sustainability policy on our website 
https://www.bracktours.com/sustainability/ 

 

 

 

Travel Check list 

☐ Passport: Make a copy of passport 

and be sure to check the validity date. 

 

☐ Travel Itinerary & copy of 

Insurance policy if applicable 

 

☐ Driver’s License: Check the date on 

your license to ensure validity during 

your intended travel dates.                  

(required if you plan to drive in Ireland) 

 

☐ Travel Documents                               

(Flight information & Itinerary) 

 

☐ Foreign Currency (Euros for 

Republic of Ireland & Sterling for 

Northern Ireland / Scotland) 

 

☐ Medication & Prescriptions                      

(Stored in original, labeled containers) 

 

☐ Clothing (we recommend layered 

clothing, sensible walking shoes, rain 

jacket and carry bag for daily touring) 

☐ Electronics                                          

(Ireland Adapter, Cameras & Chargers, 

Spare Memory Cards) 

 

☐ Please advise your bank or credit 

card company that you will be 

traveling to Scotland, Northern Ireland, 

and Ireland. (Otherwise, your bank or 

credit card may not work). 

 

Things to know 

before you go. 

 

Contact Information:  
 

US/Canada Toll Free: 1 855 338 4339 

 

Ireland Office: 00 353 91 423 368 

 

Newry Office: 00 44 28 3044 5060  

 

E-mail: info@bracktours.com  

 

Website: www.bracktours.com 

 
 

Addresses: 

133 Washington Street #524 | Dover |      

NH 03820 | USA 

 

11 Tamarisk Lawns | Kilnamanagh | 

Dublin 24 | D24 YVA8 | Ireland 

 

6 Margaret Street | Newry | Co. 

Down | BT34 1DF | Northern Ireland 

mailto:info@bracktours.com
http://www.bracktours.com/

